
4 ways a smart thermostat can make your life easier

Your home represents an important investment, both in terms of initial costs and ongoing maintenance. But more importantly, you spend the majority of your time inside your house, building memories with the people you love. By installing a smart thermostat, your family can save money and have peace of mind. Much more than just the latest cool technology (pun intended!), smart thermostats offer important real-world benefits.  

Saving energy and money
Smart thermostats, such as the Nest Learning Thermostat, can program themselves and automatically help save energy when you’re away. Instead of having to remember to turn the thermostat temperature up or down when your family leaves or arrives home from work or school, the Nest Learning Thermostat automatically adjusts the temperature for you based on your preferences and behaviors. According to Scott Toomey, General Manager of ARS Illinois, homeowners find that a Nest thermostat applied to a basic heating and cooling system saves them up to 12% on heating and up to 15% on cooling bills.

While working with homeowners to install smart home technology, Toomey says that many people are also installing more energy-efficient systems when purchasing smart thermostats, using the opportunity to maximize their heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system all at once. Companies like ARS/Rescue Rooter specialize in both HVAC and smart home installation and are equipped to accomplish both upgrades at one time for maximum efficiency.

Providing peace of mind
Without smart home technology installed, your heater could break down while you’re at work — and you’d have no idea until you walk into your unheated home. While some HVAC companies like ARS/Rescue Rooter are available 24/7, other repair companies may have already closed, limiting your options on a cold night. However, with a Nest thermostat linked to your mobile device with the Nest app, you can receive a Safety Temperature notification letting you know that your home is a below a certain temperature. This means you can call a service provider to make arrangements and hopefully have the unit fixed during normal business hours.
Smart home technology by Nest helps homeowners stay connected to what matters – from anywhere. “You can be connected to what is going on at your home when you are not there, such as a second home or when you are traveling,” says Toomey. “Smart thermostats give you visibility into your home even when you are someplace else.”

Making your life a little easier (and warmer)
Smart thermostats make your life simpler in several ways, both large and small. If you are lying in bed and the house is chilly in the morning, for example, you can increase the temperature to warm the house up before you set your feet on the floor. “There is something fun and cool about being able to change the temperature without getting out of bed,” says Toomey. “No more cold mornings!”

By using zones, homeowners can also maximize the comfort and convenience using multiple Nest thermostats. Toomey says that instead of running wires through walls, his customers can easily set up zones simply by installing another thermostat and using Nest Temperature Sensors. “By installing a temperature sensor in the basement, you can hardwire the thermostat to the furnace and deliver maximum comfort,” says Toomey.  

Caption: Homeowners are excited about how smart technology can save money. (Photo: Courtesy of ARS/Rescue Rooter)

Keeping your home safe through connectivity
While the smart thermostat offers many benefits when used alone, homeowners realize the biggest benefits when they combine multiple products to create a connected home. “One of the biggest reasons we partner with Nest as a Pro Elite is they are the industry leader in the smart home business. Most importantly, smart home products increase the safety of your home,” says Toomey. By combining a Nest thermostat with a Nest Protect smoke and CO alarm, homeowners can not only detect smoke from a fire, they can help prevent further dangers from a fire. Because the two systems are connected, Nest Protect will communicate to the Nest thermostat to shut down the HVAC system to keep smoke from circulating through the home.   

“Working with our customers and technicians, we see every day how smart home technology, including Nest thermostats, changes people’s lives and saves them money. Our customers are enthusiastic and excited about the results that they see every day,” says Toomey.
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